
Diary Entry
Imagine that you are one of the 
characters in the book, aside 
from the narrator. For example, 
Ahmet, Josie, Michael, Tom, Mrs
Khan. Write a diary entry from 
their point of view. You could 
include it from any part of the 
story you wish. 

Newspaper article
Write a newspaper article about a key event in 
the book. E.g.your headline could be - Ahmet: 
The Most Famous Refugee Boy in the World after 
the events at Buckingham Palace
• Include the what, where, why, who and how 

in your opening
• Include a quotation from a witness
• You could even include a description already 

used in the book

Collage
Create a collage filled with words 
and images to represent a key 
character and their life or the key 
themes and ideas presented in 
the book as a whole 

Lyrics
What would your character’s favourite
song be? Explain why.
• Write the title and artist of your 

song
• Quote short words or phrases 

from the song
• Explain how your quotation links 

to your character
• Explain why your character might 

be affected by these lyrics.

Enquire
What is life like for a refugee? Why 
do many people become refugees? 
Study and research times in history 
when people have become refugees.

Research
The narrator refers to World Wars I and 
II. Research and study what happened 

during World Wars I and II
• Were there any refugees during these 

wars?
• What was life like for the refugees? 
• Why were they forced to leave their 

countries? 
• • What was life like in Britain during 

World Wars I and II? (This could 
include studying the Blitz and life on 

the Home Front)

Design
Find a picture of the shelters used in the 
refugee camp.
What materials have been used? How are 

the shelters constructed? Design and make 
your own shelter which is strong and stable 
and will protect the inhabitants from the 
weather.  You could make this if you’d like to!

Geography
• Using a map, plot the journey Ahmet would take 
from Syria to Great Britain. Be prepared to explain 
your choices. 
• In Chapter 6 we learn that Ahmet is from Syria. 

What is life like in Syria? Explore the culture, 
food, buildings, religion and physical geography

• Ahmet speaks Kurdish and is learning English.  
Learning a new language: is it easy or hard? How 
would you feel if you didn’t understand what 
everyone around you was saying?

Word quest
Were there any words you 
haven’t heard of or did not 
understand in the book? 
Write your own dictionary 
with the word and definition 
and see if you can learn these 
words and use them when you 
join KHS!

We hope you enjoyed reading ‘The boy at the back of the class’. It’s filled 
with themes of friendship, kindness, curiosity, ingenuity, bravery and some of 
the realities of being a refugee from a war torn country. 

There are a variety of tasks 
on this page. Please 
complete at least one task 
and bring this in with you in 
September. However, if 
you’d like to complete more 
then please do! 
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