
A level English Language Preparation- Summer homework 
 

Welcome to A level English Language. This is an extremely demanding course that will call upon you to 
become an investigator of many different genres of texts, examining how they are constructed and how 

language is used to create meanings and representations. 
 

Between now and September, you will be preparing a portfolio of texts. This task will get you practising some 
of the key skills you will need on the course as well as starting a portfolio that you will add to throughout this 

year. 
 
 

What do I have to do? 
 

1. You are going to become a collector of texts! You will first need to buy a large, blank paged scrapbook. 
In this scrapbook you will stick all of the text examples that you find along with detailed annotations.  
 

2. You are going to find some examples of specific text types to stick in to your scrapbook and annotate 
them. The texts you need to find are: 

 
 

 3x Print adverts like the type that you would find in magazines. 
 3x Opinion based articles. These can be on a range of topics and pf the type that you may have 

explored in your English Language lessons. 
 3x Screen shots of twitter feeds, forums, blogs. 

 
All of the text examples should be printed out and stuck in to your scrapbook. There should be nine in total. 
 

3. Once you have stuck your examples in to your scrapbook, you should annotate them, making notes on 
GENRE, AUDIENCE AND PURPOSE.  Make your notes as detailed and specific as you possibly can. 

 
 
Why am I doing this? 
 
Throughout this course you will be constantly interacting with different types of texts and will need to quickly 
become the expert on spotting how these texts are constructed to create a particular effect. The portfolio that 
you are starting now will be an integral part of the course this year and will be added to and checked by your 
teacher as the year progresses. Starting this now will give you an excellent start to the course for September as 
well as getting you to practice the key skills that you will need across both years of the course. 
 
 
When do I need this completed by? 
 
Your portfolio, with all nine annotated examples, must be ready for the start of the course in September. This 
will be checked and used as a focus for discussion in the very first session. 
 
 
Good Luck with this initial project, we look forward to meeting you all in September, 
 
The A level English Team. 
 
 
 
For your info: 
 
Appropriate scrapbooks can be found at: Amazon, WH Smiths and Paperchase. 
 
GENRE= The type of text, which group does it belong to? 
AUDIENCE=Who is the text aimed at? How do you know this? 
PURPOSE= What is the point of the text? What does it aim to achieve? 
 

 


