
It is essential that you discuss your 

subject choices fully with teachers 

and parents. 

The subject page is available to view 

below.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

ON THIS SUBJECT

Our entrance requirements are 6 GCSE/

BTEC passes at Grade 4 (or equivalent) or 

above. It is also desirable for students to 

achieve a Grade 5 or above in the subject 

(or related subjects) that they wish to 

study at Sixth Form.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

English Literature
This course allows you to develop your love and understanding of a range 

of literature across time. You will read, discuss and actively explore six set 

texts, learning the skills of analysis necessary to offer your own critical 

interpretations of these, plus unseen prose and poetry. You will also have 

the exciting opportunity to follow your own literary interests by choosing 

two texts to study in a piece of comparative coursework.

The texts we study have been carefully chosen to allow insight into the craft 

of writing, but also to inspire and entertain you. You will be challenged to 

consider writers’ methods and how the texts they produce are very much 

a product of their particular contexts. From the poetry of Henry VIII’s court, 

through the horrors of WW1 and the excesses of the Jazz Age, this course, 

above all else, explores human nature in all its spectacular guises.

Paper 1: Love Through the Ages, 3 hours, 40% of A Level

•	 Othello

•	 The Great Gatsby

•	 Pre-1900 anthology of poetry

•	 Unseen poetry

Paper 2: WW1 and its Aftermath, 2½ hours, 40% of A Level

•	 Up the Line to Death poetry anthology

•	 All Quiet on the Western Front

•	 The Wipers Times

•	 Unseen prose

Coursework: Texts Across Time, 20%

•	 One comparative essay on two texts of your choice

HOW WILL I  BE ASSESSED?

Lessons will centre around the reading and discussion of set texts. You 

will have the opportunity to offer your individual insights but will often 

collaborate with others to develop these further. You will explore the 

contexts of the literature studied through documentaries, radio and film. 

Wherever possible, you will be offered the chance to enjoy literature 

performed on the stage. A vital part of your learning will take place outside 

lessons, as you read and research literature in more depth, offering these 

insights during lessons to enhance the learning of all.

HOW WILL I  BE TAUGHT ?

It is widely recognised by universities and employers that the skills 

developed through the study of English Literature are among the most 

transferable. Many of the skills developed are related to independent 

thinking – the ability to analyse sophisticated ideas and the ways in which 

they are presented to synthesise large and complex texts, and to know 

how to build a convincing argument.

The range of careers that could be developed following this could be: 

Publishing, Marketing, PR, Journalism, Law, Teaching, Acting and Politics.

WHY STUDY IT ?

Contact Mrs Green

hgreen@kesgrave.suffolk.sch.uk

A Level

Board: AQA

2 Year Course


