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Headteacher’s Welcome
The exam results season was again very successful at Kesgrave.  At GCSE, 80% achieved 5 A*-C grades, and 200 have commenced study in our Sixth Form.  At A Level, the performance of students was particularly strong, with 52% of grades awarded A*, A and B.  In the most competitive year for University entrance, our students were very successful, with 5 progressing to Oxford and Cambridge, and a record 128 entering Higher Education.

We are introducing a new assessment tracking scheme called Pathfinder to replace our flightpath system, and we will do our best to inform you of the changes during the Autumn term.  I think we have designed a style that will be much more helpful to students and parents/carers in understanding progress and identifying concerns and improvement.  Your feedback will be welcomed.

The Governors will continue to research the benefits and costs of Academy status, and your views are important to us.  There are several key issues as yet not clarified, and we will be in a better position to consult once further details are provided by the Department for Education in the Autumn.  Some of the ‘financial and other benefits’ presented in the media have ignored the additional costs, and the freedoms already granted to schools.  We will hold an event to present the ‘Academy opportunity’ and seek parental views during this academic year.
N Burgoyne,

Headteacher
Term Dates

Half-term begins after school on
Friday 22 October 2010
School recommences on
Monday 1 November 2010
Term finishes on

Thursday 16 December 2010
A Diary for 2010/2011 listing events and dates for the coming year has been given out today.

Year 7 Parents Evening
The informal Year 7 Parents Evening will take place
on

Tuesday 14 September 2010
from 7.00-8.30pm

Year 10 Parents Careers Evening
will take place
on

Tuesday 21 September 2010
at 7.00pm in the Thomas Theatre

Staff Changes

We welcome the following new members of staff to KHS this term:
Miss Kirsty Barnes, Psychology (GTP)
Mr Dan Dolman, Music

Miss Alison Huggett, Science
Mr Patrick Miles, English

Mrs Laura Kenny, RE (GTP)
Dr Viji Moorthie, Science

Mr Chris Patten, PE

Dr Nick Sterno, Maths

Mr Grant Bolton, Reprographics and First Aid Officer

Mrs Barbara Lown, Senior Science Technician
We wish them all every success and happiness in their new roles.

Contacting Teaching Staff/Visiting the School
If you would like to speak to a member of the teaching staff, could you please phone first and make an appointment?  Teachers obviously have their teaching commitments and if you turn up without an appointment, there is every likelihood that they will not be able to see you.  If you leave a message with the main office, they will ensure that the member of staff gets the message.

Also, if you visit the school, could you please make sure that you come to the main office so that you can be signed in?

KHS 200 Club

Kesgrave High School is pleased to announce the launch this year of our very own 200 Club.  Watch out for a letter and joining instructions, which will be sent home from school week during the week beginning 13 September.  For any additional information, please contact Mrs Ellis at the school

Emergency Contact Numbers
Could we please remind parents that if your emergency contact number has changed or changes (and indeed your home telephone number and/or address), would you please contact the school office either by telephone or in writing so that we can keep our records up to date.  This information is essential if we need to contact you in an emergency.  Thank you.

Parents Driving on to the school Site

Will all parents please remember that you should not drive on to the school site to drop children off at the beginning or collect at the end of the school day?  Pick-ups are possible after 4.15 pm when you should arrange to meet your child outside the canteen.

All pupils who have cycled or walked to school are only permitted to leave the school site through the pedestrian exit.  Therefore it takes between 15 to 20 minutes for the whole site to clear at the end of the day.  Parents waiting for children need to be aware of this.

Also, there is NO right turn out of the lay by outside school.

Lost Property

Could you please ensure that all property is clearly named and that your children take responsibility for their personal possessions?  We have already had brand new sweatshirts with no names in them handed into the main office!  At the end of last term, we disposed of more than 30 black bin bags of unnamed lost property.  Any unnamed property will be donated to charity and any named items handed in will be returned.  Thank you.

Request for Exceptional Absence from School

If you wish to put in a request for absence from school, could you please complete the correct form which is available from the Main Office or the Head of Year room?  You can attach a letter of explanation to this form if you wish to.  This is for any absence from school.  Thank you.
Pupil Cars and Motorbikes

All parents should be aware that there is NO provision for Sixth Formers to bring cars on to the school site.  Year 11 students are NOT permitted to bring motorbikes to school.  Sixth Formers may come to school on motorbikes but must park them in the designated area to the right hand side of the school entrance.  Sixth Form pupils must have passed their motorbike test; they will then be granted permission to park on site.

Plea to Parents

If you need to contact the school with a message for your child, could you please only do so if it is urgent?  Due to the size of the school, it is becoming more difficult to deliver messages received after 3.00pm.  Thank you for your co-operation.

Passionate about Parenting

A Parenting Group is being held at St Michael’s Church Hall, Martlesham Heath on Tuesdays from 8.00-10.00pm.  For more information, please contact Barbara Stear on 01394 386458.

Raising Money for the Tree House Appeal

Jasmine Simmons from Year 10 has been involved in the production of the book ‘Baubles Bangles and Poetry’ by Jane Mower by providing the character illustrations to accompany the verses.  The book was launched on BBC Radio Suffolk and is available from Ipswich Tourist Information Centre and other outlets as listed at www.each.org.uk.  The cost of the book is £10.00, with £5.00 going directly to the Tree House appeal.

Congratulations to Jasmine for being involved in such a worthwhile cause.

Suffolk Youth & Connexions Service

The Youth & Connexions Service is here to provide young people aged 13-19 (and their parents or carers) with careers advice, information, guidance and support.  Connexions advisers can help with decisions about education, training, finding a job or things to do in your spare time.  We can also help work through the options if there are problems with housing, money or any personal issues.

Your Connexions Personal Advisers at Kesgrave High School are Vanessa Farrow and Simon Gooding.  Between us, we are in school 4 days a week during term time and have an interview room next to the Careers Library in the Sixth Form block.

If you would like to have a chat with one of us, please complete an interview request slip and post it in the Connexions box in the Careers Library or ask your form tutor. 

Alternatively, you can contact us at:

Infobar, 37 - 43, Fore Street, Ipswich IP4 1JL

Telephone: 01473 341800
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