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Headteacher’s Welcome
Welcome back to the new Autumn term and in particular to all our new parents and students
We were delighted to see such fabulous examination results in the summer.  At GCSE, 81% achieved 5 A*-C, and over 400 students are now studying in the Sixth Form.  48% of A2 Level students achieved A and B grades, with over 103 going on to University.
The dreadful Science windows have all been replaced with glass to reduce the glare and heat, and this has transformed the class rooms.

We welcome not only lots of new Year 7 and Year 12 students, but also many new teaching and support staff.
N Burgoyne
Term Dates
Half-term begins after school on

Friday 23 October 2009
School recommences on

Monday 2 November 2009
Term finishes on

Thursday 17 December 2009
A Diary for 2009/2010 listing events and dates for the coming year will be given to pupils to take home shortly.
Year 7 Parents Evening
The informal Year 7 Parents Evening will take place
on

Tuesday 15 September 2009
from 7.00-8.30pm

Year 10 Parents Careers Evening
will take place
on

Tuesday 22 September 2009

at 7.00pm in the Thomas Theatre

Request for Exceptional Absence from School
If you wish to put in a request for absence from school, could you please complete the correct form which is available from the Main Office or the Head of Year room?  You can attach a letter of explanation to this form if you wish to.  This is for any absence from school.  Thank you.

Staff Changes
We welcome the following new members of staff to KHS this term:
Mr Roger Adams, Maths
Mrs Roisin Anderson-Hurst, Science
Miss Zoe Banks, Languages (GTP)

Mr Lawrence Clark, Business Studies
Mr Martin Cobbold, Humanities

Mrs Jemima Coles, Music

Miss Elise Dixie, Drama (GTP)

Miss Heather Dodgson, Art
Mrs Linda Dowdeswell, Science

Miss Helen Green, Humanities

Miss Alice Hogg, English

Miss Emily Honess, English

Miss Hollie Hovell, Science

Mr James Knights, Science

Miss Astra Martin, Science

Mrs Susan McGregor, English

Mrs Patty Pantall, Maths (GTP)

Miss Anouska Pattle, Art

Mr Colin Shaw, ICT (GTP)

Miss Laura Sparkes, ICT

Mrs Rumana Zuberi, Maths

Miss Tracy Ball, Student Support Officer

Mr Steve Collett, Learning Support Assistant

Mr Andrew Girling, Creative Media Technician

Mrs Collett Long, Learning Support Assistant

Mrs Sarah Mason, Communications Support

Mrs Amanda Powell, Cover Supervisor

Mrs Caroline Rayner, Cover Supervisor

Mrs Carolle Smith, Sixth Form Support
We wish them all every success and happiness in their new roles.
Parents Driving on to the school Site

Will all parents please remember that you should not drive on to the school site to drop children at the beginning or collect at the end of the school day?  Pick-ups are possible after 4.15 pm when you should arrange to meet your child outside the canteen.

All pupils who have cycled or walked to school are only permitted to leave the school site through the pedestrian exit.  Therefore it takes between 15 to 20 minutes for the whole site to clear at the end of the day.  Parents waiting for children need to be aware of this.

Also, there is NO right turn out of the lay by outside school.

Lost Property
Could you please ensure that all property is clearly named and that your children take responsibility for their personal possessions?  We have already had brand new sweatshirts with no names in them handed into the main office!  Any unnamed property will be disposed of.  Any named items handed in will be returned.  Thank you.

Contacting Teaching Staff/Visiting the School
If you would like to speak to a member of the teaching staff, could you please phone first and make an appointment.  Teachers obviously have their teaching commitments and if you turn up without an appointment, there is every likelihood that they will not be able to see you.  If you leave a message with the main office, they will ensure that the member of staff gets the message.
Also, if you visit the school, could you please make sure that you come to the main office so that you can be signed in.
Emergency Contact Numbers
Could we please remind parents that if your emergency contact number has changed or changes (and indeed your home telephone number and/or address), would you please contact the school office either by telephone or in writing so that we can keep our records up to date.  This information is essential if we need to contact you in an emergency.  Thank you.

Pupil Cars and Motorbikes

All parents should be aware that there is NO provision for Sixth Formers to bring cars on to the school site.  Year 11 students are NOT permitted to bring motorbikes to school.  Sixth Formers may come to school on motorbikes but must park them in the designated area to the right hand side of the school entrance.  Sixth Form pupils must have passed their motorbike test; they will then be granted permission to park on site.

Sports News

Joseph Bonner has been selected to represent England Under 16 Boys Indoor Cricket Team in the 2009 Indoor Cricket World Cup in Brisbane, Australia.  We wish him the best of luck.

Suffolk Youth & Connexions Service

The Youth & Connexions Service is here to provide young people aged 13-19 (and their parents or carers) with careers advice, information, guidance and support.  Connexions advisers can help with decisions about education, training, finding a job or things to do in your spare time.  We can also help work through the options if there are problems with housing, money or any personal issues.

Your Connexions Personal Advisers at Kesgrave High School are Vanessa Farrow and Simon Gooding.  Between us, we are in school 4 days a week during term time and have an interview room next to the Careers Library in the Sixth Form block.

If you would like to have a chat with one of us, please complete an interview request slip and post it in the Connexions box in the Careers Library or ask your form tutor. 

Alternatively, you can contact us at:

Infobar, 37 - 43, Fore Street, Ipswich IP4 1JL

Telephone: 01473 341800
Plea to Parents

If you need to contact the school with a message for your child, could you please only do so if it is urgent?  Due to the size of the school, it is becoming more difficult to deliver messages received after 3.00pm.  Thank you for your co-operation.

School Bus Information
If your child uses the school bus, please look on the school website, www.kesgrave.suffolk.sch.uk for new information.
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